Feb. 20, 2012
PO Box 539
Ophelia VA 22530
To Whom It May Concern:
This letter is to support SB594. It has been known for decades that inefficient
agricultural fertilization is responsible for roughly half of Chesapeake Bay nutrient
(nitrogen and phosphorus) pollution1. EPA has stated "We estimate that agricultural
animal manure and poultry litter [municipal sewage sludge was omitted] contribute about
half of the agricultural nutrient load to the Chesapeake Bay.2"
There is no scientifically valid reason to dispose of P at rates that exceed crop
replacement amounts, guaranteeing pollution, except to foster cheap waste disposal.
Nearly half the world’s high‐grade reserves of P ore have already been mined, and high
grade P reserves will be depleted in the lifetimes of children being born today3, 4, 5.
Chesapeake Bay is worth hundreds of billions of dollars annually to the Maryland and
Virginia economy6,7 much more than the worth of the waste disposal or poultry sectors.
From an economic standpoint, disposing of sewage sludge by land application is much
more costly to society, including State and County revenue and loss of jobs, especially
those of watermen, than alternative uses such as biofuel.
Opposition to this bill will certify to the electorate that the official is motivated by
special interests and not the public good. A majority of citizens overwhelmingly support
pollution reduction that will result in improved Bay water quality.
Dr. Lynton S. Land
Emeritus Prof. Geological Sciences and E. Allday Centennial
Chair in Subsurface Geology, Univ. Texas Austin
www.VaBayBlues.org
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